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If a relocation is eligible to be reimbursed, and to be performed by the utility owner or 
by the utility owner’s contractor, the work should be included in the ROW phase costs 
and clearly identified in the project application submittal. For eligible relocations to be 
performed during the construction phase by the local agency’s contractor, the work 
should be included in the plans and specifications similar to other construction activities. 
Adjustment of existing utilities to grade (e.g., water valves, manhole frames and covers), 
due to new roadway cross sections are either eligible or not eligible in the construction 
phase subject to the limitations previously described (e.g., prior rights). New or relocated 
fire hydrants are ineligible. 
In all cases, eligible costs shall only include “in-kind” relocation. No reimbursements will be 
made for betterments above the cost of “in-kind” relocation. Additionally, costs submitted 
for program reimbursement must include any salvage credits received. 

Ineligible Expenditures 
Items that are not eligible under the ACE Program are: 

• Grading outside of the roadway ROW not related to a TCE or ROW agreement is 
generally considered ineligible but can be evaluated by OCTA on a case-by-case 
basis, but must be tied to the MPAH improvement(s) and not supplant developer 
(or any other project obligations).

• Rehabilitation, unless there is a change in profile and cross section
• Reconstruction (unless in ROW agreement or within project scope)
• New Railroad Grade Separation Projects
• Enhanced landscaping, aesthetics and gateway treatments (landscaping that 

exceeds that necessary for normal erosion control and ornamental hardscape)
• ROW acquisition and construction costs for improvements greater than the typical 

ROW width for the applicable MPAH Roadway Classification such as allowing for 
Class I bike facilities (See standard MPAH cross sections in Exhibit 7-5), unless 
required by Class II or Class IV bike facilities. Where full parcel acquisitions are 
necessary to meet typical ROW requirements for the MPAH classification, any 
excess parcels shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of 
these guidelines, State statutes as outlined in Article XIX and the California 
State Controllers Guidelines Relating to Gas Tax Expenditures.

• Construction and/or ROW for separated Class I bike facilities, unless a connection 
into the MPAH roadway is required.

 Utility Betterments
 Construction of new utilities
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