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OCTA Background

• OC’s primary transportation agency

• Governed by 18-member Board of Directors

• Multi-modal focus on freeways, streets and transit

• OCTA programs and services include:
o Freeways
o Streets and Roads
o Rail
o Bus Transit
o 91 Express Lanes

o Motorist Services
o OCTAP
o Rideshare
o OC Go
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Metrolink 

• 7 Lines

• 62 Stations

• 59% of Metrolink riders travel across county lines

• 81% of weekday trips are work related

• 85% of weekday riders own an automobile but choose Metrolink

3



Site Plan
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Ridge Valley Extension

5



Project Need

• Need for added service capacity

• Eliminate empty train movement to other facilities at the end of the 

day

• Allow better use of Metrolink’s existing fleet

• Serve public transportation needs

• Long term maintenance of public rail facilities
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Site Activities

• Inspections of brakes and operational parts of the train

• Wheel sanding 

• Train washing

• Interior cleaning 

• Restroom maintenance 

• Fueling

• Light repairs 
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Project Benefits

• Reductions in emissions  

• Accommodate future expansion

• Increase on time performance  

• Local Jobs 
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Environmental Clearance

• California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) - OCTA Lead

• Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) released for a 30-day 

public comment period on February 28, 2022.

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) - FTA Lead

• Anticipated class of action Categorical Exclusion (CE)     

• Results of required technical analysis of potentially impacted resources conclude that 

the Project would have no impact, less than significant impact, or less than significant 

impact with mitigation incorporated.
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Mitigation Measures

• Air Quality – Low volatile compound paint will be used  for interior and exterior

• Biological Resources – Avoidance of nesting season or do a nesting survey  

• Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources – Archaeological and tribal monitoring 

• Hazardous Materials – Coordination with the Dept. of Navy’s current groundwater monitoring  

• Noise and Vibration – Pile driving will be greater than 250’ from occupied building

The Transportation impact analysis concluded that:

• Trip generation from the Project would be low

• The Project would not result in or contribute to operational deficiencies of existing streets and 

intersections.                                                                                                  
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City of Irvine Conditional Use Permit

• The Project is located in the City of Irvine Planning Area 51

• The Project is a conditionally allowable use under zoning code 6.1 

Institutional defined by the City’s 2015 General Plan

• City’s Land Use policy requires Conditional Use Permit (CUP) which 

is at the discretion of the City to approve
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Zoning Map
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Project Renderings
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Project Rendering
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Project Rendering
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Project Costs and Funding

• Total project cost = $150- $165M

• Project may be phased as funding is allowed

• Current funding is a State Grant of $54M for environmental and 
design work and a portion of construction

• Future funding sources may be local, state or federal money
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Meetings:

• Oct. 5 Virtual Meeting 

• Nov. 4 OCTA Representative at Travata

• Jan. 12 Travata Meeting 

• March 14 Travata Meeting

Notices/Collateral:

• Travata Email System 

• Physical Notices

• Notice of Intent (NOI) 

• Social Media 

• Newspaper Ads 

• Project Collateral and Website 

Outreach
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Project Timeline

• Complete Environmental Review 2022

• Design Phase 2023- 25

• Construction Starts 2026

• Project Completion 2028
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Next Steps

• The Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) is 
now available for review and comment. The 30-day review period is 
from Feb. 28 to March 29

• The OCTA staff will submit the MND to the Transit Committee on April 
14th and Board of Director’s April 25th 

• The City Transportation Commission will consider the Traffic Study on 
April 5th      

• Per the CUP process, the City of Irvine will notice the community in 
the Project area prior to the meeting date set for the Planning 
Commission to consider the Project for approval
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How to Comment 

• Comments on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) must be submitted in writing by March 29 at 5 p.m. 

• Document is available at octa.net/ocmf and at Travata

• Comments can be submitted via email (ocmf@octa.net) or mailed to 
Lora Cross, Project Manager, Orange County Transportation 
Authority, 550 S. Main Street Orange, CA 92868. 

• Comment cards available to fill out at and turn in at this meeting 

• Comments will be responded to in the Final Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND)
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Questions

• Verbal Comments/Questions will not be accepted as part of the Final Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). Please submit written 
comments. 

• For more information about this project:
• www.octa/ocmf

• For more information about Metrolink:
• Welcome to Metrolink (metrolinktrains.com)

• Questions:
• Tresa Oliveri (714) 560-5374
• Project email: ocmf@octa.net
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