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Project Partners



Today’s Agenda
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Scan the QR Code to 
take our survey!Presentation

1. Learn About the Project
2. Community Engagement
3. Q&A

Open House 
1. Project Overview
2. Project Benefits & Vision
3. Project Features
4. Segments & Crossings
5. Comments Station



Learn About the Project

Project Overview, Schedule, and Benefits
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• 1.5 miles Garden Grove
• 2.3 miles in Santa Ana

• Preliminary 
engineering and 
environmental 
approval phase

• Adjacent to OC 
Streetcar from Harbor 
Blvd to Raitt St



Project Schedule
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How did we get here?
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• Project Identified in OCTA Regional Plans
• Regional Transportation Plan (date?)
• Districts 1 & 2 Bikeway Strategy (2013)
• OCTA Bike Gap Closure Study (2023)

• Project Identified in local City Plans
• Re: Imagine Garden Grove Active Streets Plan 

(2018)
• Muévete Santa Ana: Santa Ana Active 

Transportation Plan (2019)

• Community Feedback

OC Connect

OCTA Bike Gap Closure Study



Community Identity
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OC Connect Benefits

Greater Connectivity

Promotes Health + Wellness

Historic Preservation

New Parks and Green 
Space

Provides a Low-Cost 
Transportation Option

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Greater Connectivity
The OC Connect trail will improve access to daily destinations like schools, shopping centers, parks, and transit stops, including the OC Streetcar, without the use of a car. The trail will also connect to other regional paths like the Santa Ana River Trail.
The OC Connect Trail could help reduce the number of pedestrian and bicyclist collisions with cars on adjacent roads.
New Parks and Green Space
Creating new park programming in the PE ROW expands opportunities for the community to enjoy outdoor recreation activities.
New trees and landscaped areas create habitat for local plants and animals, help to reduce urban heat and improve air quality.
Promotes Health and Wellness
The trail will increase opportunities for community members to be outdoors and be more physically active, which can help manage weight, reduce the risk of disease, improve sleep, mood, and overall well-being.
Provides a Low-Cost Transportation Option 
Households spend approximately 16% of their earnings on transportation each year, including vehicle costs and fuels. Walking and biking on the OC Connect trail can reduce transportation costs to reach school, jobs, and other destinations.
Community Identity
Trails can become sources of community identity and pride. The OC Connect trail can reclaim underused space for residents of Garden Grove and Santa Ana. 
Historic Preservation 
The OC Connect trail will be located along the former Pacific Electric Railway, nicknamed the Red Cars. The trail will open the corridor back to the community for transportation and recreation.
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Consumer Expenditures- 2022. Published September 8, 2023 https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cesan.nr0.htm
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Consumer Expenditures- 2022. Published September 8, 2023 https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cesan.nr0.htm




Garden Grove Medal of Honor Trail
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v

Trail 
Segments
• A range of trail types 

based on available 
space. 

• A range of intersection 
crossings based on 
existing roadway 
condition.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The design consists of two parts: 1) Trail design and 2) crossing design.
A range of trail type options based on available ROW and context
A range of intersection crossings based on existing roadway condition.




Community Engagement

How to Stay Involved



Community Engagement
• Comprehensive Outreach Campaign (EN, SP and VT)

• Multilingual Community Survey

• Public Meetings

• Virtual Meeting – Tues., Dec. 5

• In-Person Meeting – Thurs., Dec 7; Santiago High School, GG

• One-on-one and neighborhood meetings

• Pop Ups

• StoryMap

• Multilingual Helpline

OC Connect

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Comprehensive Outreach Campaign (EN, SP and VT)
Online Survey (Social Pinpoint )
StoryMap - repository site for project information including Project Overview, Goals, Schedule, Interactive Map, Environmental Process Overview, How To Get Involved, Contact Information
Website https://octa.net/programs-projects/programs/plans-and-studies/oc-connect/
One-on-one Meetings: with key stakeholders that are physically located near the trail to address specific challenges or opportunities 
Helpline (800) 716-8518



Next Steps 
• Solicit public and stakeholder input

• Analyze survey results

• Develop preliminary engineering

• Bring draft trail alignment to the community for feedback
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Stay Connected
• StoryMap: occonnect-storymap.com

• Online Survey: bit.ly/OCConnectSurvey

• Project Helpline: (800) 716-8518
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Peter Sotherland
Active Transportation Coordinator
psotherland@octa.net

Marissa Espino
Public Outreach Section Manager
Mespino@octa.net

Scan the QR Code to 
take our survey!

http://occonnect-storymap.com
https://bit.ly/OCConnectSurvey
mailto:psotherland@octa.net
mailto:Mespino@octa.net


Thank you!
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